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Description automatically generated]Game on!
Willingness to Communicate in a 
Second Language Challenge
How willing are you to communicate in a second language?
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Description automatically generated]This activity allows you to explore how willing you are to communicate with your peers and teachers in your second language. Some students may feel uncomfortable using a second language because they may worry about being teased about their accents, accuracy, and fluency of speaking a second language. However, some students may eagerly practise their second language. But what makes the difference, how and why? 

FUN FACT: A large body of evidence shows that the willingness to communicate is mostly linked to your self-confidence in speaking a second language. Other reasons include topics (e.g. wild animals, types of trees, functions of mobile phones), group sizes (e.g. two people, large meetings, or public speaking), or how well you know your teachers and peers. 



Activity 1

Of course, there is a long list of possible reasons why someone doesn’t want to speak in their second language. But, from your own experience, can you think of any other reasons?

Step 1: Jot down three reasons why you are willing/unwilling to speak your second language in the classroom.

Step 2: Compare your answers with your peers. 

Step 3: Give an example of your answers. 

Step 4: Check what is the same and what is different. 

Step 5: Check with your peers and see if they agree or disagree. 





Activity 2

Students will be invited to play some games about information seeking and information giving using their second language. The second language, such as Mandarin, Spanish and French, chosen will be depended on the language the particular student groups are learning. 
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Game time: 
Please use your second language to play the activities below. You may form a small group or work in pairs.  

Level 1: Say your name in your second language. 
For example, my name is xxx.

Level 2: Count 1 to 15 in your second language. 
For example, one, two, three, four, five.

Level 3: Describe something you like. 
For example, I like swimming and dancing. I like eating sweets.

Level 4: Ask your peers about their family. Reply to them by talking your own family. 

Level 5: Ask your peers questions about anything and keep the conversation going. 

Reflection time: 
Discuss with your partners why you stop or don’t you stop talking at some points. Are there any reasons? 
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Description automatically generated]FUN FACT: This activity will help students become aware of how willing they are to communicate with their peers in these five communication scenarios. The first three levels are information-giving items. The last two levels combine information-seeking and information-giving items. It is crucial that students have reflection time to see why they choose to communicate or not. From there, students can learn how to enhance their willingness to communicate in a second language and prepare themselves better in language classes.
Vienne Lin, Faculty of Education, The University of BathWHERE YOU CAN EXPLORE THE PAST, CREATE THE PRESENT AND IMAGINE THE FUTURE… Find out more at www.futuresnight.co.uk 
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