Instructions for teacher
This exercise teaches the concepts of weather and climate, and
introduces the idea that climate change impacts different people in
different ways.
The exercise consists of a series of eight postcards from different
people from around the world. Each postcard describes the current
weather where they live, and how they have been affected by an
event, which will likely become worse due to climate change.
The main lesson to be learnt is that weather changes day-to-day,
whereas climate generally stays the same year-to-year. If you have
one week of warm weather, this does not mean the climate has
changed as you wouldn’t expect the same to happen to following
year. The next lesson is that different people are affected by climate
change in different ways – the impact is generally not as bad for
richer people compared to poorer people. It it generally easier for
richer people, or those from wealthier countries, to adapt.
The exercises can either be done individually (e.g. at home) or in
small groups. Each postcard should be printed double sided with its
picture (if possible) and the map and climate charts should be printed
single sided. The climate charts should be kept with the postcards
immediately above them. The weather symbols can be optionally
printed to assist with describing the weather. The postcards/climate
charts should be cut out.
Currently the climate charts are ordered to match their postcards.
Matching these may be tricky for some – for each pair the tell-tale
sign is that one place is generally much warmer, or else one is in the
southern hemisphere and so the summer is switched.
The exercises can either be completed as a written exercise, as a
discussion or as a mixture of the two.
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Exercise 1: Weather & Climate
You have been sent eight postcards from different locations around the world. In
this first exercise you will learn about the climate in the different locations around
the world and the difference between weather and climate.
1.

Locate on the map where each of the postcards have been sent from. Write
the name of the postcard sender in the boxes on the map.

2.

According to the postcard, what was the weather like when the postcard was
written?

3.

For each pair of postcards there are two charts showing the temperature and
amount of rain for each month in a typical year. The temperatures show the
highest and lowest temperature on a typical day in for each month, and the
rainfall shows how much it usually rains in that month of the year (measured
in millimetres). At the bottom is how many days it usually rains in each
month. Match each of the temperature and rainfall charts with its postcard
(think about which countries are generally warmer).
Typical daily highest temperature

Typical daily lowest temperature

Typical rainfall for each month

Number of days it usually rains

A place’s usual temperature or the amount it usually rains is known as the climate of
that place. The weather describes these things at a particular time. Generally, the
weather changes from day-to-day, but the climate for a particular time of years stays
the same. For example, in the UK there may be a day in November when the
weather is warm, but usually the climate is cold. When we talk about climate
change, we mean that things like the amount of rain, the temperature or the
number of storms are changing to from what they are usually like at that time of the
year.
4.

What is the weather like where you are now? What is the climate like at this
time of year? Is the weather typical of the climate?

Exercise 2: Climate change & its impacts
In this exercise you will think about how the climate may impact the people who
wrote the postcards, and how the climate may change where they live.
1.

Below are four impacts of climate change. Decide which of these impacts will
affect the people who wrote the postcards. There will be two postcards for
each of the impacts.
Snow and ice
melt from
warmer
temperatures

Sea level rise and
increased
flooding

More forest fires
from higher
temperatures

More storms

2.

How will these impacts of climate change affect the person who wrote the
postcard?

3.

Can you think of any other impacts of climate change?

4.

Will the impacts of climate change be worse for people from richer countries or
poorer countries?

5.

How might climate change impact you?

6.

Write a postcard, replying to one that you received, describing the weather
where you are, the climate at this time of year and how you think climate
change might impact you.

Terve,
I’m writing to you
from Lapland in northern
Finland. It’s November,
which is when the snow
usually starts to fall, but
lately it has just been
raining. I’m looking forward
to starting my favourite
hobby again – cross
country skiing! But I guess
I’ll have to wait a little
longer.
From Eemil

Greetings from Louisiana in
the USA!
I hear that it is cold in the
UK in November, but it's
still very mild here. My
parents own a small farm on
the coast. In the last year, we
have had to move our
animals inland – the fields
nearest to the sea have become
so waterlogged, they are no
longer usable. By the time I
move up to secondary school,
Dad thinks they will be lost
to the sea completely!
From Hank

12 Long Road
Bigtown
BG2 9FW
United Kingdom

7 Leafy Avenue
Marshton
MH163DX
United Kingdom

Nomoskar from Bangladesh!
It is warm and sunny
here after months of monsoon
rains! On weekends I usually
play cricket, but today the
whole village is repairing the
wall that protects our houses
from the sea. It seems to be
getting damaged more
frequently these days. If the
village floods, we might have
to move further inland.
From Aadhira

1 Poplar Drive
Plymtown
PT78LP
United Kingdom

¡Olá!

I am writing to you from
São Paulo, Brazil. I was supposed
to going on a trip to Mato Grosso
this weekend, but we are no
longer able to go - there have
been very large forest fires! It
will be raining today – hopefully
the rain will help to stop the
fires, but I heard that raindrops
are black from all the smoke! We
usually get more rain during the
months when it’s hotter here.
From Francisca

6 Water Street
Manchester
M3 4QJ
UK

Hi from Sydney, Australia!
Its sunny today so we went to the
beach but the smoke from the
nearby bushfires made it very dark!
Its summer here so there is no rain to
help the firefighters, the fires seem
to be getting worse every year.
On the bright side, the fire
department have dropped a pretty
powder all over our neighbourhood
in case the fires get too close,
apparently it stops things from
catching on fire. I hope my dad likes
his new pink car!
From Abby

Aluu from Greenland!
Today I went ice
fishing with my Dad. We
caught a huge fish, which
will feed my whole family. It
was nice and sunny but it
was still very cold as it is
March. We used to be able to
go ice fishing until the end
of April but it feels like the
frozen fjords are melting
earlier every year. I hope we
can go again!
From Najaarak

17 Farside Ave.
Exeter
EX1 6FG
UK

21 Short Street
Upmarket
UP7 1KJ
United Kingdom

Ross Merritt

Hello from Devon!
I was supposed to go down to
the beach today, but there
was a storm. It was so windy I
thought I'd get blown away. A
few years ago it was so bad
some giant waves washed
away part of the train track. I
hope it doesn't happen again,
it made it much harder to see
my family!
From Sarah

Greetings from Jamaica,
I heard that it is winter
in the UK in November,
here it is warm all year,
perfect for all our beaches.
It's really dry where I live
on the south of the Island,
but I did have to run home
in the rain today. My
friends on the other side of
the Blue Mountains had
some huge storms today,
and sometimes they even
get hurricanes!
From Jayden

3a Garden Drive
Little Pimlington
LP4 3JZ
United Kingdom

118 Oak Road
Greater Farthing
GF19 8KA
United Kingdom

